




THOMPSON BOARD OF EDUCATION

Thompson Middle School Media Center

Monday, December 12, 2011 
MINUTES
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
Chairperson Donna Lynch called the meeting to order in Executive Session at 6:31 p.m. 
Members Present:


Members Absent:
William Witkowski 


Thomas Angelo 

Joseph Lindley 


 
Christopher Eichner 


 
Kathleen Herbert
Jason Akana 
Ellen Corrado 
Robert Bentley 

Donna Lynch





Also present:  Dr. Jolin

The Board came out of Executive Session at 7:03 p.m. 

No action was taken. 

Chairperson Donna Lynch called the regular meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  
Members Present:


Members Absent:
William Witkowski 


Liz McKinley, Student Liaison
Ellen Corrado 



Sage King, Student Liaison 
Kathleen Herbert 



Thomas Angelo 


Jason Akana  


 

Joseph Lindley 


 
Christopher Eichner 


 
Robert Bentley 

Donna Lynch




Also present was:
Dr. Jolin, Beverly Caparco, Barbara Lesniewski, Dan Pisaturo, Ron Springer, Bill Birch, Barbara Macauley, Deb Spinelli, Noveline Beltram, members of the public, employees of the Board of Education, members of the press. 
Noveline Beltram introduced 4th grade students Hannah Mason and Aydan Lavallee who lead the Board and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.
II. Citizens Comments
Al Landry read a letter into the minutes regarding concerns about the proposed sign being discussed as a possible public relations initiative.  
Mr. Pisaturo invited Board members to attend the upcoming Midnight Madness event which will take place at the High School on January 6 and 7.   Mr. Pisaturo explained the activities planned for the overnight event and encouraged anyone who may want to volunteer to help at any time during the event to contact him.   
III. Committee Reports   
A.  
Finance  


No Finance meeting was held. 
B. Alumni 
Joseph Lindley reported the Board of Trustees will meet again in January.  Mr. Lindley also noted the Alumni website has Christmas cards for sale if anyone is interested.  
IV.  
Educational Update
A.  Superintendent’s Report 
Enrollment and Updated Projection 
The current enrollment numbers were provided to the Board.   Enrollment is up 3 students overall.   Kathleen Herbert stated in light of upcoming budget preparations it would be beneficial to her to see the total number of students including those who attend St. Joseph, Marianapolis, Ellis Tech, Killingly Vo-Ag as well as the number of students who are home schooled.   Dr. Jolin will provide this information. 
Administration, Operations and Maintenance 
Administration, Operations and Maintenance reports were included in the Board’s packet for review. 
Lunch Update
An overview of participation in the lunch program was distributed.  Christopher Eichner asked about the percentage of students who qualify for free and reduced lunch.  Dr. Jolin responded the District has about 32% of students who quality for free or reduced lunch and the percentage required to be considered a Priority School District is 35%.  
Budget Protocol   
Dr. Jolin suggested the Board wait until next month’s meeting when they will receive the preliminary draft of the budget before deciding on a strategy.  
Green Cleaning Violator Discipline   
A memo from Dr. Jolin to all staff regarding the discipline procedure for violations of the Green Cleaning Policy was included in the Board’s packet. 
Public Relations 
Dr. Jolin acknowledged the Board heard from a concerned citizen regarding the sign this evening and noted the project is still ongoing with no commitments made at this time.  Dr. Jolin will provide more information at the January meeting. 
Student Liaison Reports   
The two student liaisons are not present and did not submit reports this evening. 
Kathleen Herbert suggested the Board continue to move forward to update all policies.  Dr. Jolin noted a full review of all policies and procedures is currently underway and all job descriptions will be updated as well.  These will be reviewed by the attorney to make sure they are in compliance with all applicable laws. 
V.
Action Items
Motion by Christopher Eichner, seconded by Robert Bentley to approve the minutes from the November 14, 2011 Board of Education regular meeting.  Thomas Angelo and Ellen Corrado abstained.  Motion—Passed.   
Motion by Joseph Lindley seconded by Donna Lynch to nominate William Witkowski as Chairman.  Motion—Passed. Unanimous. 
William Witkowski took over as Chair.  Mr. Witkowski thanked the Board members for electing him as Chairman and thanked Donna Lynch for her hard work as Chair for the last several years. 
Motion by Thomas Angelo, seconded by Robert Bentley to nominate Joseph Lindley as Vice Chair. Mr. Lindley respectfully declined the nomination. 
Motion by Joseph Lindley, seconded by Thomas Angelo to nominate Donna Lynch as Vice Chair.   Motion—Passed. Unanimous. 
Motion by Ellen Corrado, seconded by Christopher Eichner to nominate Robert Bentley as Secretary. Motion—Passed. Unanimous. 
Sub Committee lists were distributed.  Board members should review the Sub Committees and decide which ones they would like to serve on and email Dr. Jolin or William Witkowski with the information.  The list will be finalized at the next Board meeting. 
Motion by Robert Bentley, seconded by Donna Lynch to approve the administrator contract extension as presented. Discussion was held. It was noted the changes to the contract were minimal.  Donna Lynch stated she supports the contract as she was part of the negotiations process and noted the District’s administrators are paid lower than any other districts in our DRG and geographical region.  Donna Lynch noted the contract was negotiated in good faith by both sides and she strongly recommends that it be approved.  Joseph Lindley and Robert Bentley agreed with Mrs. Lynch.   All Board members voted yes with the exception of Christopher Eichner who voted no and Jason Akana and Kathleen Herbert who abstained.    Motion—Passed.  
A list of all contracts in the process of being negotiated and those to be negotiated will be prepared for the next Board meeting. 
A request from Turning Pointe Dance Academy to waive or adjust the fees to rent the auditorium was discussed.   Dr. Jolin suggested this approval be made contingent on the Turning Pointe Dance Academy reaching a partnership agreement with the National Honor Society or other school group to benefit.   Robert Bentley suggested waiting to approve this request until next month to determine if such an agreement is actually in place.  The consensus of the Board members was to wait until next month to act on this request pending the agreement with a school group. 
Discussion was held regarding the January meeting date.  Due to conflicts it was requested that the meeting date be changed to Wednesday, January 18, 2012.  
Motion by Christopher Eichner, seconded by Ellen Corrado to amend the date of the January regular Board of Education meeting to January 18, 2012.  Motion—Passed. Unanimous.
IV. Correspondence
None. 
V. Citizens Comments
Anne Kellner complimented Ms. Anderson on a great job with respect to the recent concert held in the High School. 
VI. Board of Education Comments 
Christopher Eichner noted he has called the Superintendents office several times recently and did not get an answer on two occasions.  Dr. Jolin will look into this. 
Joseph Lindley explained that the Chairman of the Board of Education is also a member of the Tourtellotte Board of Trustees through its bylaws.  Mr. Lindley explained Mr. Witkowski can accept the appointment or he can assign it to someone else. 
January 2012 Regular Board of Education Agenda Items
School Profiles
Priority School designation
Sign/Public Relations
Enrollment
Policy Manual
Sub Committee Assignments
Schedule of Contracts up for renewal/negotiations
Turning Pointe Dance Academy request
Mr. Bentley suggested a Finance Committee meeting be scheduled prior to next month’s meeting. 
VII. Executive Session—Collective Bargaining/Personnel Litigation
None needed. 
VIII. Action as a result of Executive Session
None. 
XI.
Adjournment.

Motion by Christopher Eichner, seconded by Robert Bentley to adjourn the meeting.  Motion—Passed.  Unanimous. 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Roberta Baublitz 
Recording Secretary 

