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Alumni Banquet A Great

Success !

Exceeding all expectations, the
Tourtellotte Memorial High School Alumni
Association packed the Thompson Speedway
banquet hall on June 20, 2009 in celebration
of the s c'tbiottwdhydMore than0300
alumni from classes ranging from 1936 to
2008 attended the highly successful event.

The event was unique in that it was the
first time in more than four decades that the
TMHS Alumni Association sponsored such an
event. The Tourtellotte Memorial High School
Alumni  Association was reorganized in
October of 2008 in anticipation of the
centenni al celebratio
stated Gladys (Krigsman) Tucker, class of
1952 and member of the TMHSAA Executive
Committee.

In addition to the banquet the TMHS
Alumni Association hopes to create a higher
awareness to the challenges faced by the
school, especially the Tourtellotte Memorial
Room, its art work, and the 1909 Tourtellotte

building. All are in need of immediate
continued on page 2
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Bubble Gum Seats
1909 New  Auditorium Seats:
BY: Joe Lindley

It was only two days before the Alumni
Banquet celebrating the school 6s ™
birthday. The old circa 1920 auditorium seat
to be used as a sample at the banquet had
been repadded and reupholstered and was
sitting in my garage. It and 77 others just like
it were donated to the Alumni by the
Thompson Masons in the hope that we could
recondition the seats and replace the 1909
seats that were removed from the old
auditorium years ago.

Left: The reupholstered
bubble gum seat. Seats
are available to all
alumni. A brass plate will
be added to the back of
the seat forever
memorializing the donor.
Become a part
next 100 years by
ordering your seat now.
All proceeds to benefit
the 1909 Auditorium

z Restoration Fund.

The week before the banquet was
extremely hectic and
metal parts had completely slipped my mind.

| searched for sand paper from my
seemingly inexhaustible supply of sand paper
| have in my garage, all remnants of old
house projects. Once | found the right grit |
clamped one of the old wood arm rests into
my work bench clamp and began the work.
Sanding the well-worn top of the arm rest
went smoothly and | quickly moved to the
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attention.

The day Olegarewith a school
tour involving nearly 100 alumni, local citizens
and guests. The tour participants were
greeted by Guy Baamogy|
located in the front foyer of the new
auditorium, with many pausing, carefully
considering the piece of art donated to the
town by Mr. Dai gl e.
stated Sue Lindley of Thompson.

The tour, conducted by students of the
Tourtellotte Memorial High School National
Honor Society, began at 3:00 PM in the new
auditorium and ended at approximately 5:00
PM in the Tourtellotte Memorial Room and
1909 auditorium. Tasi Vriga 6 5siated that he
wa s mdzed at the new facilities. | hope the
kids who go to school here appreciate what

the town has buil't he
Joe lamartino, President of the
Thompson Historical Society and Vice

President of the TMHSAA, gave two
presentations, the first entitted Education in
Thompson, given before the school tour, and
the second focusing on Harriett and Dr.
Jacob Tourtellotte, given during the alumni
banquet. One al umni m
the best presentation about the Tourtellottes |
have ever seen. Everyone in the town of
Thompson should see this presentation to
understand what the Tourtellottes did for this
town. 0

Guest speakers at the banquet
included Dav i5d, loBgaime
administ r at or at TMHS, 5&
and brother, J B5r Payl aridy
Jerry are the sons of Jerome Ryscavage,
long-time administrator and superintendent of
Thompson Public Schools. Jerome Sr. was
the key person responsible for combining the
many district schools scattered throughout
Thompson into one school, now located next
to TMHS.

Alumni from all over the country
attended the banquet and all reports indicate
that everyone who attended the Centennial
Celebration had a great time. The executive
committee is already planning the 2010
event.

Above: A recent picture of the last remaining balcony seats

in the 1909 TMHS auditorium. It is the intent of the Alumni

Association and the School to leave these seats in their
original condition and position and replace the seats in the

main 1909 auditorium with the reupholstered i

reconditioned seats now being sold. The Alumni

Association spent considerable time searching for identical

seats and was unable to find any. We opted for age

appropriate seat s from t h
replacements.

Alumni Banquet Pictures

As part of this special TMHS 2009
Alumni Banquet edition of the Hilltopper, we
have included numerous pictures from the
100 picture collection taken by TMHSAA
photographer Justine
complete set of the pictures plus all the
historical pictures shown during the banquet
are available on a CD and can be purchased
for $25.00 by completing the enclosed order
form. All proceeds will go to the 1909 building
restoration fund.

Above: Dr. Michael Jolin, Thompson Superintendent of
Schools, his wife Diane Jolin and Chairperson of the
Thompson Board of Education, Donna (Reynolds )Lynch.
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Visitthe  TMHS Website at:
http://www.thompson.ctschool.net/ TMHS/index.html

A POEM FROM TERESA E. MURACO
CLASS OF 1940

We received this from Teresa E.
Muraco 0640 during the
a poem created for Teresa when she first
attended TMHS almost 70 years ago.

When Terry was a little girl,
she used to play with toys.
Now she goes to Tourtellotte,
she plays with all the boys.

United States is a Nation.
Grosvenordale is a station.

But you have to go to Tourtellotte,
to get an education.

Thanks Teresa for sharing this piece of your
personal history.

Have Articles or Stories??

Submit them to:
joelindleyl1l9@hotmail.com
Or mail them to:
TMHS Alumni Association
PO Box 437, No. Grosvenordale, CT 06255

COMMITTEES BEING FORMED

The TMHSAA is forming two committees and is
seeking participants.

BANQUET COMMITTEE : Will start to meet
byt he end of the summer
already in the planning stages and we are
seeking volunteers.

TOURTELLOTTE COMMITTEE : This
committee will be responsible for developing a
strategy to make the Memorial Room, its art work,
archives and 1909 auditorium more available to
the alumni, students and general community. A
background or love for history and/or art would be
helpful.

To become part of these committees contact the
TMHSAA at TMHSAA@ Charter.net.

A heartfelt congratulations to Leroy
Ballard, class of 1927 and his wife
Charlotte who just celebrated their 75"
wedding anniversary on June 9™, 2009.
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underside. When | turned the armrest over |
immediately noticed three ancient wads of
dried bubble gum all securely stuck to the
wood. All appeared to be of different ages
and different brands. One piece seemed old
enough to require radiocarbon dating to find
its actual age.

| went to the work bench and checked
the other arm rest and found it had four
pieces neatly tucked in the recesses of the
under-regions of the left arm rest. Taken
slightly aback, | immediately went to the tool
box to secure a chisel to remove the wads.

Before putting tool to gum | stopped
and wondered from which era these particular
pieces were added to the nearly 90-year-old
seat. As | thought, the possibilities became
endless. Was it the result of some young
excited child watching a 1945 Saturday
matinee, the kind that showed the World War
Il news reels before the movie? Was it an
excited teenager making certain the chance
of that very first kiss would not be ruined by
unfavorable breath? Or was it from someone
watching one of the last silent movies, the
kind that once starred Charlie Chaplin?

| then thought what if the seat could
talk? Boy, what a story it could tell. One that
might include all the stars it had seen over
the years. The Duke, Charlton Heston,
Lauren Bacall, and Humphrey Bogart would
have certainly been among the long list.
Blockbusters like Casablanca, Chinatown,
and I t 6s a Wo nwbeld Hawelbeemn
among the list of movies.

It took me a moment before | resumed
my work, and after a moment | shifted my
thoughts to the future. Maybe by refinishing
the old seat and removing the old bubble gum
| might help give the seat a new life. | smiled
as | thought about all those over the next 100
years who will have the pleasure of watching
a loved one perform in the old 1909 TMHS
auditorium sitting in that very same bubble

gum seat.

If you want to help create your own piece of
this history, fill out the enclosed seat ordering form.
Seats are $100.00 each while they last. Brass
dedication plaques will be added to the back of the
seat honoring the benefactor.
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FUTURE HILLTOPPER EDITIONS

|t has been the T
run the hilltopper on a quarterly basis. Since
October we chose to run the newsletter on a
monthly basis as a way to build our
membership. During that time the amount of
positive feedback we have received have us
considering alternatives  to continue
publishing the hilltopper as close to a
monthly schedule as possible. There are
several things YOU can do to help.

1. Send wus your storie
the writing; we have editors that can help.
Send your stories to
TMHSAA@charter.net or to
joelindleyl19@hotmail.com.

2. For those who get hard copies and have
Email addresses please send us your
Email address to TMHSAA@charter.net.
Receiving the newsletter electronically will
help keep our expenses down.

3. Join the association!

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Initial membership due at time of application, yearly renewals
due January 1* of each year

Regul ar Member shipééé.
Senior Citizens (65 and
Graduating Classeéeeéeé.

hilltopper Staff

Editor: Joe Lindl ey

Staff Member s-:GlJaidny sS aTl uicJaneSElisda 5
66-1E6 | een DieSRarydy 7TEed IRachaelo 7 9
Johnst dhe&7Xdrkland 60
Archives: GI| aangRitaRahrcker 6

If you would like to contribute short stories to the
hilltopper please contact Joe Lindley at
joelindleyl19@hotmail.com

Left: Eileen
Deary 67
TMHSAA
Secretary with
Suzanne
Lindley. Eileen
was among the
many who
made the 2009
Banquet a
great success.
Photo
compliments of
Gladys Tucker
652.

Above: June (Zmitrukiewicz) Ducl os 607:
Committee member getting some encouraging words from
afellowalumnus.Phot o compl i ments of

Left to Right: Rachael Johnston, TMHSAA treasurer,
Shawn Johnston, CT State Representative, Joe Lindley,
TMHSAA President and Mary Mayo Alongi. .Mary is one of
the Mayoo0s dureMay issue df the Hilltopper.
Photos compliments of Justi:t

) ':’.
i/l | /uf
Above: Jane Jewel | E | Left ts Right 7 6
grandson, Corey Groh 0608, (
Corey Groh 0662, @mah L&mwr ed
compliments of Justine Gendr
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Top left moving downi Ter esa Muraco 04
(DeCarl i) Mo rMrni géad 06d5 Beddlye
looking at the many championship trophies that they helped
the school earn. Second from the bottom - Table of guest
speakers and friends. They
wi fe Karen (Seastrand) Rysc
0 5 Beg Babbitt, Da v i d B a,Mbry Ryscavage 7Larry
and Arlene Bellrose.

Above top - members from the Class of 1962, L-R i Edward
Quinn, Billy Chvirko, Linda (Corey)Groh, Unknown, Victor
Nizamoff, and Pat Bodreau. Center right i FI oy d C
and St uart N eBotsom mightéstrding L-R i State
Representative Shawn Johnstc
Sitting L-RiT Rac hael Jo Amadakoy, adbd’Ryan
Lajoie 604. Photos compl i mer
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