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Leroy Ballard Class of 1929

BY: J. Lindley

Leroy Ballard
Reflects on His
Time at TMHS

We recently had the
incredible
opportunity to sit
and speak with
Leroy Ballard, class
of 1929. Leroy is
believed to be the
oldest living TMHS
Alum. At nearly 100
years old, his ability
to recall his days at
TMHS was
remarkable.

Leroy Ballard 2008. Photo
Compliments of the Ballard family
The drive to North Brookfield, Massachusetts
took about 40 minutes. In spite of the new fangled GPS

device sitting on the carés
pulled into Leroyébés drive
technological advancements this man has seen in his
life. Born before the First World War, he must have
seen it all.

Leroy Ballard, Class of 1929, was born in
1910, just one year after TMHS opened its doors and
one year before it had a graduating class. His family
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Banquet Tickets to go on Sale
March 20, 2009

TOUR OF NEW SCHOOL,

TOURTELLOTTE MEMORIA
BY: Staff Writer

1909 BUILDING AND
L ROOM SCHEDULED

The Banquet committee has been hard at work
finalizing all the details ready for the June 20" event.

The festivities will begin with a reception at the
new state of the art TMHS auditorium at 3:00PM
followed immediately by a guided tour of our new
facilities and the 1909 Tourtellotte building and
Tourtellotte Memorial room.

Tickets will be $30.00 for alum and their guest
and $25.00 for seniors. They will go on sale March 20,
2009. Those alumni needing to make travel
arrangements can reserve tickets now by contacting
Eileen (Boutin) Deary at isee.u@charter.net or mailing
Eileen at 15 Hill Road, Thompson, CT 06277.

We are also looking for donated raffle items for
the banquet. Anyone interested in helping can contact
Deb Spinelli at 860-923-2350 or Email Deb at
AlumniAssociation@thompson.ctschool.net

Class of 1929 - Washington Trip

Class of 1929 during their Washington trip. Leroy Ballard is
second from the right kneeling down. Copies of this picture are
available throuah the Alumni Association.
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has been part of the Thompson area for generations.
They owned the Ballard farm located on the northeast
corner of the Route 193 and Route 12 intersection,
and just behind and up the hill from the Mechanicsville
District School (generally speaking). The farm was
virtually cut in half when the State of Connecticut
purchased the land to build Route 395.

The Ballard connection to Tourtellotte
Memorial High School goes back many years and
began well before the construction of the school. Polly
Ballard Tourtellotte married Jacob Tourtellotte, a
gentleman farmer, on September 30, 1819. Polly died
i n 1875. A My g r an d faant] hvasr
Francis Tourtellotteds si
Ballard was on the new high school location
committee. It took them awhile to agree to put it up on
thehillwhere it i s today. o

When talking about J. Francis and Harriett

Tourtellotte, Leroy said,
Denver, Col orado wh o vVis
Minnesota. He wrote us a letter and said the
Tourtell ottebds owned trdnes
went into this buil dwagweta
get in trouble i f we go i
own the whole thing. 6 1t
whol e town. 0

Leroy and his siblings, like many hard-working
New England farm families, had to tend to the family
business before they could think about luxuries like
school. They started their days well before sun-up,
with farm chores. fAWe eac|
Aibef ore we could go to s
di f f er eWlen asked ihthi$ever got in the way
of school he replied, il
back then and never got in trouble. They [the teachers]
let the farm boys come in late because they knew we
had work to do in the mor.

As a youngster, Leroy attended the Thompson
Hill School House which is now the old Thompson
Grange building located next to the Thompson Hill
Firehouse. Ail't was a | ong
cold, o he said.

During his time at TMHS Leroy was a class
mate of George St. Marie, long-time coach and
teacher at Putnam High School and Jim Canty, long-

ti me teacher and coach at
were great athletes, o rec
play basketball .o

Leroy himself was no slouch when it came to
at hl et iag g substitute onvthe 1927 and 1929
State Championship basketball team. Guys like
George St. Marie, Dan Chubbuck and Jim Canty were
outstanding players. But ,
the 1929 track season Leroy won the half mile (880 M)
titte during the season championst
deal. | can remember Coach Coombs coming to me

and putting his hand around my shoulder and telling

me, o6Ballard I knew you c/|{
Other memories of his time at TMHS included,
AWe wused to make ooofrandwstang
behind the big things on the roof in front of the
buil ding. I 8m not sure wh

been the precursor to the tradition of signing the clock.
Leroy also recalled his class trip to Washington with
the clarity that was amazing. He pointed out every
person in the picture and remembered all their names.
(If anyone would like a digital copy, please notify the
TMHSAA at our Website).

Getting to school was not like it is today. Leroy
had to catch a trolley in Mechanicsville and take that to
Putnam where he transferred to a trolley to West
Thompson and then finally
wasn't a bad ride. The conductor used to let us switch
the tracks for him.o

When Leroy left TMHS he wanted to attend
Storrs University, now UCONN, but like many other
young men of the time life got in the way. He married
his wife Charlotte in June of 1934 and moved to
Putnam to work on his father-in-l awés f ar m.
Putnam in 1950 and became a farm manager for the
Wellsé arkh in North Brookfield, Massachusetts. (We
are uncertain if this particular Wells family had
anything to do with Wells School.)

When t he aiviecloded Beroy-drove a
dairy truck for 40 years before finally retiring. Recently
he was recognized as the oldest living citizen in North
Brookfield, Massachusetts. Leroy is also the longest
standing member of the Senexet Grange having been
a part of that organization for 85 years.

Of Barack Obama and having our first African
American president Leroy said without hesitation,
iThatdés quite a thing and
happy about. o

Leroy and his wife Charlotte have four
children: Ralph, Candice, Barbara and Leroy. Their
oldest, Ralph, is 74 years old. They have six
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren and two
great-great grandchildren. His brother Clarence is still
an active part of our community and lives on the old
Ballard farm land. We hope to capture more stories
about the Ballards and farm life as a high-school
teenager with Clarence at some point in the future.

To finish the story w
car was a 1917 Model T. F
license renewed and he does not have to renew it
again until heds 103 year
with a smile, fi t htake tkei tices offt
the car i f | drive anymor {

If you have stories of older living alumni we
would love to hear them!

Stop thinking about it!

Just send us your
Send them to:
AlumniAssociation@thompson.ctschool.net

story.

% ____________________________________________________________________________________________________;
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Visitthe TMHS Website at:
http://www.thompson.ctschool.net/ TMHS/index.html

10 things you may NOT know

about TMHS

1. Alice Ramsdell, long-time Thompson resident and
town historian, known for her eminent domain fight
against the United States Army, was a graduate of
the class of 1927.

2. Aliceds favorite book we

3. In 1996 the Class of 1927 had their last class
reunion. It was nearly 69 years after they
graduated.

4. A favorite joke from the Class of 1927: Concerning
Geometry-i What is a Polygon

5. George St.Marie, long-time teacher and mentor at
Putnam High School, was a member of the Class
of 1927.

6. The Greenhalgh-St. Marie Football
Putnam, CT is named in his honor.

7. In the class prophecy of 1927, the Class of 1927
may have predicted the rise of the Casinos! It
states, i Do you lech  wsotirw
John?0 fidWhan snwoe,r ed fi 8Ve né ¢
running one of the largest gambling joints in
Connecticut. 0 We wonder
Mohegan Sun or Foxwoods.

8. The class of 1927 was eighteen students: seven
females and eleven males.

9. The 1927 class president was Daniel Chubbuck.

Field in

TheChubbuck familyés fart
now known as the Thompson Dam.
101927 <c¢class motto: i Now

shall we anchor ?0

TMHS circa 1911.There are several interesting facts that we
have learned over the past month. First there was only one
driveway, not two like today and second, the entrance had
two massive stone pillars that were removed when the school

began using buses. Woul dnét

some point? Photo compliments of the THS.

continued from page 1
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Picture of the Cornerstone Ceremony December 4, 1907.

Leroy Ballarddéds grandfather

Photo - compliments of the Thompson Historical Society

PSS L 4 |V N
Above is the TMHS cornerstone ceremony in the winter of
1907. The Lewis Iron is the small piece of rigging circled
above. While we now know what it is, we do not know why
ités called the Lewis |Iron.
please contact us. Photo- compliments of the Thompson
Historical Society

We are looking for your old school pictures.
They can include anything Tourtellotte and can include
athletics, classmates, plays, special events, etc. Each
month we would like to feature pictures from the past.
Simply scan them and send them to:
AlumniAssociation@thompson.ctschool.net or mail
them to Tourtellotte Memorial High School Alumni
Office, 785 Riverside Drive, North Grosvenordale, CT
06255.

Have Articles or Stories??

Submit them to:
AlumniAssociation@thompson.ctschool.net

Or mail them to:
TMHS Alumni Association
785 Riverside Drive
No. Grosvenordale, CT 06255
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Photos from the past

CLASS HISTORY
IRENE JOHNSON

Class History by Irene Johnson. 1927 Class
Book, compliments of Leroy Ballard

Class History by Irene Johnson 6 2 7

When School opened in September, Nineteen
hundred and twenty-three, thirty pupils were admitted
to the Freshman Class. Of this number twenty-three
had studied together the previous year in the Junior
Department of the Tourtellotte Memorial High School.

In December a Minstrel Show was presented
by the school. Francis Reardon and Henry LeClair took
their part as endmen, and did very well.

The following year coming back as
Sophomores we found four had left the class, leaving
twenty-six.

On December 17 a Minstrel Show was
presented by the school. Three endmen were Henry
LeClair, Francis Reardon and Harold Theroux.

On February 18 AThirt.
the Senior Class. Irene Pelletier, Harold Theroux and
Henry LeClair again took parts to help the class along.

I n April an oper
Chr ysant he muesentedwy ghe pchool, in
which Isabelle Beauregard, Anita Brodeur, Irene
Pelletier took active parts.

The following May another operetta was given

AThe Gypsy Rovero in whi

leading parts, several others taking minor parts.
InJunet he same year ano

Acquainted with Marge, 0 w

Class, in which Theroux, LeClair and Chubbuck
participated.

Soon after came the time for closing school.
How happy and proud we were to think that the next
year we would return as Juniors.

When school re-opened in September six had
left leaving twenty to raise the Washington fund.

I n February the Senior

hilltopper

a Feller Needs a Friend. o
took part.

In April the Seniors went to Washington
leaving the way open for us to raise funds to finance
our trip to Washington. The twenty-third of this month
we gave our first dance, the Junior Prom.

AThe Dut ch Detectivebo
Junior Play, but as there was not sufficient time to
learn it we decided to wait and give it our senior year.

On the 10" of June, the day before the
graduation of 1926, we gave the Seniors a Banquet at
Webster Lake Hotel. As we were assisting in the
graduation exercises the following day, we thought of
the next year when our turn would come. With these
reflections we left school for the semester vacation.

In September when we came back as Seniors
we found that our number had decreased from twenty
to eighteen.

This year Daniel Chubbuck and Edward Vito
stinguished themselves

April eight is the date which stands out most
prominently in our memories, for on that day we
departed on our much longed-for Washington trip. We
returned after a glorious week on April 16. From a
class of thirty only eighteen remained to enjoy the trip.

On May sixth a parents and teachers reception
was held in this hall. The purpose was to have parents
see what their children had done during the school
year. A typewriting contest was given, four out of
Senior Class and four out of the Junior. A silver cup
was awarded Theresa Coderre for writing the most
number of words. She wrote fifty-nine words for ten
minutes.

This drop in enrollment is attributed to the
scarcity of labor; high wages lured our classmates, and
at the end of our high school year [several] would [not]
stay. We endeavor to live up to the standards of the
school and to do our best in the various advantage of
the school.
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Where are they now?
BIOGRAPHIES OF FORMER GRADUATES

LT. Daniel Zorola
(U.S. Army)
Class of 2003

BY: Joe Lindley 674

Dan at hi s

Above:
Iraq, he still finds the time to make new friends and make
them smile. Dan is truly making a difference.

b e s ts.waylimn

It is with great pleasure that | was selected to pen this
particular article.

| first met Danny Zorola on a baseball field 11
years ago. Dan was part of a group of hard working
young men who comprised of, what | felt to be, the
best junior high school team the town has seen in
some time. Coaching for more than two decades |
can tell you that as a coach, every once in awhile we
are blessed to cross paths with very special young
men and women who touch our lives. Dan was such a
player for me.

Dan attended Tourtellotte Memorial High
School 1999-2003. Upon graduating from Tourtellotte
he attended Worcester State College, located in
Worcester Massachusetts and received a bachelor
degree in criminal justice. While attending college
Dan decided to follow hi
joined the military by enrolling in the ROTC program
at Worcester Stat e. Dané
Sergeant in the United States Army, serving a good
part of his career in Army intelligence.

After graduating from Worcester State and
the Army ROTC Dan received his commission as a
second lieutenant and was sent to the U.S. Army
Infantry Officer Basic Course. Upon graduating from
IOB he then requested and was sent to one of the
u. S. Militaryds mo-8.6. Agny L
Ranger School.

Upon successfully completing Ranger School he was
assigned to the 1-505 PIR (Parachute Infantry
Regiment) of the 82" Airborne. A sister unit, the 506
PI'R was the topic of St e
series A Band of Brothers.

While at Tourtellotte Dan was a multi-sport
athlete playing football, baseball, basketball, and he
ran cross country. He excelled in all four areas. In spite
of a heavy schedule Dan also found time to be a part
of the student government.

Special memories of his time at TMHS include
ASports (more specificall?"
basketball with Coach Witts, the reign of Mr. Kleiman,
TNT skits, Washington DC Police Department, and the
NH Invitational (X-Country) . o Ot her
of his high school time include nights at Danny
Nedzweckasd house.

His advice to current students (something |
suspect he received from someone very special to
him) i s, iTher e i s no such
combination of preparatio
He al so of fers, AfSuccess
fainthearted. Make opportunities to enjoy the smallest
things. What seems important now will be difficult to
remember |l ater. o0 For a yi
advice.

Dan enjoys hiking, shooting, red wine, day
trips, strong coffee, Volkswagens, mountain biking,
scrabble and The Pink Pony (we are uncertain what
the Pink Pony is). He is recently married to Dana Lynn
Whittney of Pomfret, CT. and resides in Fayetteville,
NC.

Dan is the son of Israel and Mary Zorola of
Thompson, CT. Mary is a long-time teacher at the
Thompson Public Schools.

Dan is now serving in Iraq as a platoon leader
with the 82" Airborne. His home duty station is Ft.
Bragg, NC

l't6s been an absolute
Dan the young boy playing baseball 11 years ago, turn
into such an outstanding young man. All the members
of the TMHSAA wish Dan much success.

Dan is 4™ from the left standing. To the far right, second from
therightisJamesSar gent 603 who al s

James during his last promotion actually became Sergeant
Sargent'tBut t hatés another
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