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Maurice Negip Class of 1944
BY: Staff Writer

Displayed proudly on the left-hand side of the
Victorian foyer of the 1909 Tourtellotte Memorial High
School building is a plaque listing 161 names of former
TMHS students. These hilltoppers, some voluntarily
and others at the request of Uncle Sam, served in the
armed forces of the United States of America during
WWII; some never returned. Among the names of
those who served and returned is Maurice Negip, Class
of 1944,

In March of 1943, shortly after his 18" birthday,
Maurice was drafted into the U.S. Army. After a short
stay with local units, Maurice was shipped to Fort
Devens, Massachusetts for his basic training and
advanced individual training as a Combat Engineer. fi
wanted to be more than just infantry. In the Combat
Engineers we could shoot, build bridges, and drive
bulldozers,06 st at e dHe bégag hispmilitary career
with the 150" Engineers and went to West Virginia for
training. He was then transferred to the 282" Combat
Engineers and then finally transferred to Company C,
1289™ Combat Engineers. He served 18 months in the
European Theater of Operations with the 1289™, where
his unit was awarded a battle star. He was honorably
discharged in March of 1946.
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During the war, Maurice kept in touch with
high-school sweetheart Rita Davern from Webster,
Massachusetts. Rita and Maurice met at a local roller
skating rink and the rest, as they say, was history.
They went on to get married in November of 1946, had
one son Mark, and one granddaughter Michelle.

In March of 1943, his TMHS classmates
provided Maurice a splendid school sendoff seen in the
photos that came with this article. Many from the Class
of 1944 remember the sendoff with great fondness, but
none as much as Maurice. Sixty-seven years later, he
still remembers the event with clarity and says he will
never forget what his classmates did for him that day.

While at Tourtellotte, Maurice was a three-
letter athlete starring in track, baseball and basketball.
Like many of his friends from Greek Village, after
returning from the war Maurice played semi-pro
baseball for the Cluett Peabody Arrows. In 1943, with
254 tot al points, Maur i g
basketball team to a showing at the state championship
game. They were defeated by Ellsworth High School in
a 34-22 defensive showdown. The following year, the
boysé basketball team wen
the semi-finals and then defeated Bloomfield High for
their third State Championship.

Maurice lives nearby in Massachusetts, and we
are happy to report that he still possesses the great
personality and sense of humor he had as a student at
TMHS.
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Maurice
Negip 1943
fellow
classmates
with Mr.
Frankand
Mr. Buckley.
Picture -
compliments
of H.
Witkowski.
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Above:Maurice Negipwith the Class of 44 on March 15, 1948ter he was
drafted irto theUnited States ArmyTo the left of the picture is Mr. Buckle)
ThompsorSuperintendenof Schools Right: Maurice with TMHS Principal,
Mr. Frank. Both pctures complimentsof Helen Witkowski 6 4 4 , C
Mauriceds cl assmates.

Tourtellotte Memorial High School
Alumni Banquet

MARK THE DATE!

June 19, 2010
at the Thompson Speedway

1944 Boys' State
Championship team

Maurice Negip would have
been part of t he
Basketball ~ State  Championship
team had he not been drafted in
1943. Many old timers offers the
1944 team is one of the best teams
ever to play the Thompson floors
Members of t he 1944
basketball squad (shown right) and
the points they scored are:

Walter Modiszewski i 358, Ted Fatsi
i 252, Ed Babula i 89, Bill Bates 1
88, Burt Elliot 7 77, Donald Maitland

i 71, Vangel Tanacea 1 47, Donald
Gleason - 33

Bob Willett 1 30, Paul Azud 1 9,
Swede Constantine i 5, Leo
Courtemanche 1 3, Leo Beaulac - 2

Dick Mead i O.

The team was 18-6 for the
regular season beating Ells worth
29-27 and Bloomfield 28 -27 in two
of the greatest nail -biters in
Connecticut S tate  Championship
history. Jim Canty , the head coach
was in his third year as head coach
of the Tigers .
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Looking for a special gift that Insc ription on brass plaque:

7

can last forever~ Donated by:

— e __ These seats are circa -
1900 theater seats that will Or, you may choose one of the following:
be reupholstered,
refinished, and placed in In Honor of:
the TMHS 1909

auditorium. A brass
_ plaque will forever list your
name or the name of a

In Memory of:
N | Name:
loved one. This is a
wonderful way to remember
someone or a great gift for
the holiday season or any Class Year:
occasion. Limited quantity Address:

available. $100.00 each T
Send checks to TMHSAA.

TMHS ALUMNI Phone:

ASSOCIATION Email:
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
(Due January 1st of each year) Make checks payable to.TMHSAA

Senior Alumni (65+): $5 Mail to: TMHSAA, PO Box 437
All other alumni: $15 North Grosvenordale, CT 06255

Please make checks payable to: TMHSAA
Mail to: Box 437, North Grosvenordale, CT 06255

First Name:

Maiden Name:

LastName:

ClassYear:

Mail Address:

Have a favorite school story to tell or photos you would like to share?
Email them to: tmhsaa@charter.net .
We look forward to another great year!
All members get access to thiitopper Nev;/slett_eé,_ discounts on future alumni events and the annual
alumni dinner.
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TOURTELLOTTE ATHLETIC HALL OF

FAME ORGANIZED
By: Staff Writer

The TMHSAA unanimously voted to form the
first TMHS Hall of Fame Committee during the
December 2009 monthly meeting. The committee
began its work immediately seeking the help of other
high schools that have experience in this area. They
established by-laws, developed a nomination form,
and discussed the nomination process.

AWe are targeting Jun
of inductees,0 states Joe Lindl
TMHSAA. i We have sever 4

members that include Deb Spinelli, TMHS Athletic
Director, Jim Naum, former player, coach and Athletic
Direct or, and Jim Sali, for
A copy of the by-laws and nomination form are
available at:
http://www.thompsonpublicschools.org/ TMHSAA/index
.html. Nominations are open to all athletes who meet
the criteria and can be made by anyone in the general
Tourtellotte community.

TMHS Athletic Hall of Fame
By -Laws

Article 1. Purpose:

The Purpose of the Tourtellotte Athletic Hall of Fame
is to recognize the extraordinary interscholastic
athletic tradition of excellence at Tourtellotte Memorial
High School. Each year the Hall of Fame Committee
will solicit nominations from the Tourtellotte community
and the public at large, and qualify and select
inductees.

Article 2. Committee Members:

The Tourtellotte Athletic Hall of Fame Committee will
comprise of five members which includes the
Tourtellotte Memorial High School Athletic Director.
The Committee members will be appointed by the
Tourtellotte Memorial Alumni Association executive
board and will serve for a period of five years.

Article 3. Criterion:

1. Nominations are open to all present and past
coaches who coached more than five years,
former athletes, former teams, and significant
contributors to Tourtellotte athletics.

2. Student-athletes must
TMHS at
induction.

have graduated from
least five years prior to his/her

3. All nominees must have participated in a sport
recognized by the Connecticut Interscholastic
Athletic Conference (CIAC).

4. In addition to having achieved excellence in
his/her sport, the nominee shall have exhibited
the highest ideals and standards of sports
participation including good sportsmanship,
integrity, honesty, leadership, self-sacrifice, and
determination.  Athletic achievements after
TMHS will be considered.

Article 4. Recognition:

All inductees shall receive a plaque at an annual
event. A duplicate plague will go on permanent
di splay on the school 6s

Article 5. By-Laws Changes:

The TMHS Hall of Fame Committee shall have the
authority to review these by-laws on an annual
basis.

Article 6. Nominations:

Any member of the Tourtellotte High School
community and public at large may submit a
nomination to the Hall of Fame Committee. All
nominations must be submitted to the Hall of Fame
Committee no later than April first of each year using
the attached nomination form. Forms are to be
delivered to the TMHSAA or mailed to:

Tourtellotte Memorial High School Alumni
Association
Attention: Athletic Hall of Fame Committee
PO 437
North Grosvenordale, CT 06255

All Hall of Fame Committee selections are final. All
unselected nominations will be considered in
subsequent years.

Visit the TMHSAA Website at:

http://www  .thompsonpublicschools.org/T

MHSAA/index.html

See you at the Tourtellotte

Memorial High School Banquet
MARK THE DATE!
June 19, 2010
at the Thompson Speedway

]
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TMHSAA ARCHIVES
UPDATED

Thanks to TMHSAA Archivists Gladys
Tucker '52 and Rita Rohr '56, we are closer to
completing our archive project.

The project has been ongoing and
includes developing archival methods and
protocols, and purchasing and installing the
necessary files, shelves and other materials to
properly organize the room and store the
materials. The archivists are also installing a
research computer so we can download the
thousands of scanned items we now have
available.

Search your closets and cellars! If you
have any items for the archives, let us know.
We can either scan and return the originals or
store the originals in our files. To make
arrangements or if you have any questions,
email Gladys (gladtuc@charter.net)  or
Rita (rrohr@charter.net).

5 things you may NOT know

about TMHS

1. August 25 & 26, 1910, were the dates for
the dedicatory exercises of the new
Memorial High School.

2. The Class of 1913 had 12 graduating
students. This was the largest graduating
class since the school was established in
19009.

3. The cost to build the school and grounds
(in 1909) was $134,207.

4. There were 73 students registered at the
high school in 1912.

5. In June 1944, Students of TMHS gave a
recital and dedicated the stage in honor
of those fighting in WWII 1 It was called
the Purple Heart Stage.

1960 YEARBOOK
DEDICATION

We found this in the 1960 yearbook.
Each year the TMHS yearbook was dedicated to
a particular group or person. In 1960 the
yearbook was dedicated to the fiftieth class.
Enjoy!!

Having been destined by time and fate to be, in
this year of 1960, the fiftieth graduating class of
Tourtellotte Memorial High School, we humbly
acknowledge our role in the golden year of our
school 6s history.

It is with gratitude, as well as with justifiable pride,
that we dedicate this volume of the Tiger to Dr.
and Mrs. Jacob Tourtellotte, who, through their
munificence, caused to be erected in Thompson,
the land of their youth, a living memorial to their
two beloved daughters who had died in
childhood.

We pause on the fulcrum of a century to say,
ifThank you, Dr . and Mr
very real and now almost legendary generosity.
Your memorial has served Thompson well in this
first half of the century. We have every reason to
believe that your gift

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Initial membership due at time of application, yearly renewals
due January 1% of each year

Regul ar Member shipeéeéé.
Senior Citizens (6 5 and ol der ) ééé
Graduating Classécéé.

hilltopper Staff

Editor: Kris Blanchard 876
Staff Member s-:GlJadny sS aTl urcJageSEllisan 5
06-1E60 | een DieSarnyd yo 7Bed IRachael Johrgston
67A16ex Kirkland 608506
Archi v e s : Gl adyanduRkea RKR&6RO0

If you would like to contribute short stories to the
hilltopper please contact Kris Blanchard at
jkblanchard87 @charter.net

WE WANT YOUR OLD
PICTURES AND STORIES !

We are looking for pictures and stories from
your time at TMHS. They can be about
anything Tourtellotte and can include athletics,
classmates, plays, special events, etc.

We have a new hilltopper editor. If you have
any stories, please send them to Kris
Blanchard '87 at: jkblanchard87@charter.net
or mail them to TMHSAA, PO Box 347 No.
Grosvenordale, CT 06255. We 6 | dn thent
and send them back.
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PAUL AUGER CLASS OF
1929

We received this information from Joe
lamartino, Thompson town historian. With the
permission of the author, Ron Tillen, we felt it
would be a great addition to our archives. The
letter below is from Ron. It was accompanied by
the article to the right.

l'téds i mportant tPaul
Auger joined the service in 1943, he was not
the spry 19-year-old like many of our soldiers;
Paul was approximately 32 years old. It
appears patriotism had no age limit when it
came to Paul Auger. Enjoy!

Hello Joe [lamartino]:

| think that we would all be very pleased
to think that Paul would be remembered in the
TMHSAA news letter as you suggest. Paul, like
his father before him, belonged to the
Thompson Fire Engine Company which serves
Thompson Hill, so please point out that they
both belonged to our Fire Department. We are
proud of the fact that the Company is the oldest
in Wyndham County and the tenth oldest in
Connecticut -- we celebrated our 175th
anniversary in 2007.

Frank McGarry enlisted the help of his
friend David Boylan to obtain the information
given below. Thanks to Clarence Ballard | have
scanned pictures of the graduating class of
1929 and a blurry picture of their visit to
Washington DC. | have attached these pictures
together with the 1929 class list to this E-mail.
Please feel free to use them if you wish.

Regards,
Ron Tillen

Above left: Paul Auger in his cap and gown during
graduation day June 1929. Above right: Paul in 1943 before
he left for WWII European Theater. Paul died in combat on
May 12, 1945 (?) in Santa Maria Infante, near Minturno, on
the west coast of Italv.
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PAUL AUGER

Paul was born in 1910, and attended
Tourtellotte High School. In 1929, he was part of the
group of graduating students that visited Washington
DC. His father, Paul Auger Sr. was a member of the
Thompson Fire Engine Company from 1912 to 1918.
Paul Jr. joined the Company in 1936 and acted as
secretary treasurer in 1941. In 1942, he was elected
Second Lieutenant and served as Second Assistant
Chief until 1943 when he left to go to war. Paul lived
on Chase Road in the house on the hill next to the
house later occupied by Company member Tom
Morway.

On August 13, 1943 Paul enlisted in the US
Army at Hartford and became an infantry man with the
351st Infantry Regiment, 88th Infantry Division in
combat with the U.S. Army in Italy. Paul lost his life
when the 351st Regiment was involved in ferocious
fighting on May 12, in Santa Maria Infante, near
Minturno, on the west coast of Italy, between Naples
and Rome. Paul is buried in Grave 61, Plot H of Row
7, located in the Sicily-Rome American Cemetery and
Memorial, in Nettuno, Italy, which is located about 37
miles south of Rome. He is the first member of the
Thompson Fire Engine Company recorded as having
given his life in service of the United States of
America. David Rawson said Paul was a very likable,
popular, hard-working mechanic in his father's auto
repair business, located in the Agway building on
Route 193. Many years later in 2009, Dave described
the terrible sadness in Thompson when the news
came that Paul had died.

'"" ' ’ l Left: The Sicily-
. ‘ \ Rome American

o X Cemetery and
Monument. This

: is reportedly
where Paul is
buried. Photo
compliments of
American Battle
Monuments

Sicily-Rome American Cemetery lies at the
north edge of the town of Nettuno, Italy, which is
immediately east of Anzio, 38 miles south of Rome.
The World War Il Sicily-Rome American Cemetery
and Memorial site in Italy covers 77 acres, rising in a
gentle slope from a broad pool with an island and
cenotaph flanked by groups of Italian cypress trees.
Beyond the pool is the immense field of headstones
of 7,861 of American military war dead, arranged in
gentle arces on broad green lawns beneath rows of
Roman pines. The majority of these men died in the
liberation of Sicily (July 10 to August 17, 1943); in the
landings in the Salerno Area (September 9, 1943) and
the heavy fighting northward; in the landings at Anzio
Beach and expansion of the beachhead (January 22,
1944 to May 1944); and in air and naval support in the
regions.
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Mrs . Tourtellotte Postc ard Collection

To help pass the time after the loss of her children, Mrs. Tourtellotte became an avid postcard

collector. Here are a few samples. The collection is maintained by the Alumni Association and is safely stored
in the TMHSA archive office.

TMHSAA@charter.net.

Above: Samples from Mrs. Tour"

Top: Postcard from Mrs. Grace Childs of North Grosvenordale,
Connecticut. Middle: Postcard from Mrs. Leolyn Copeland of
Putnam, Connecticut. Bottom: Postcard from J. E. Forde,
address unknown. Compliments of the TMHSAA.

If you have any TMHS historical

items please contact us at

Post Card A

— 7 e
5 5%/

/

THIS SIDE FOR THE ADDRESS / \'Q
M. Jooot 7 Joulit
W-
Rosods2 4~
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