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Memorable school events
1907 CORNER STONE PROGRAM FOUND!

Laying of the Corner Stone,
OGourtellotte 7//emorm/ J?/_y/l Secrool

Left: The 102-
year-old Laying
of the Corner
Stone program.
This program is
one of the oldest
known
Tourtellotte
Memorial High
School
documents
found to date. It
S N was found in the
TPS
Wr. and W"-‘ j F. Gourtollotte, Su per intle
o vault located at

the 1909
Q)ecomber /4 7907 Tourtellotte

for the Gow

The Alumni Association was presented with a
rar e find t his past we el
Executive Administrative Assistant, Thompson Public
Schools, found an original 1907 Corner Stone Laying
program. The small four-page pamphlet was printed for
the December 14, 1907 corner stone laying event. The
pictures of this event can be found in previous
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45™ Reunion
Celebrated by Class of 1963

BY: Reunion Organizing Committee
Photos by: Jim and Carol Lane

Memorabilia displayed at the 1963, 45" class reunion held at
J.D. Coopers Restaurant on July 19, 2008. The 1963 class
is one of those classes that has done an excellent job
keeping connected. Photo compliments of Jim and Carol
Lane.

A special time was enjoyed by all when
members of Tourtellotte Memorial High Schoo | 6 s 1
of 19630 gathered with th
Restaurant on Saturday evening, July 19, 2008.
Classmates had traveled from Ohio, Georgia, South
Carolina, Florida, Massachusetts and various parts of
Connecticut to celebrate their 45" reunion.

The evening began at 6:00 p.m. with punch
and appetizers, followed by a sit-down dinner at 7:00
p.m. Red and black bows accented the floral
centerpieces that were provided by the restaurant.
Favors were red pencils engraved in recognition of the
occasion. Miniature Tourtellotte pennants replicas of
the ones sold by the class in the 11" grade, decorated
the tables.

During the course of the evening, classmates
enjoyed | istening to musi
their skill at remembering i The Boys & (

Messages were shared from classmates unable to
continued on page 3
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Hilltopper editions. This program makes special note of
the APl acing of the box
raised our curiosity. The next group of people to see
the contents of the box, will be those community
members present when the TMHS building is finally
razed, and that hopefully will not be for a very, very
long time.

The TMHSAA is planning its own time capsule
to be sealed at the end of the June 20, 2009 Alumni
Banquet. The box will be placed in the future archive
room for opening in the year 2109. Alumni members
will be given an opportunity to place small items and
letters in the box for future generations to open. Forms
are available on the TMHSAA web site.

It was at the 1907 corner stone ceremony that
the Lewis Iron was first used as a piece of block and
tackle which lowered the large limestone corner stone
into place. The corner stone is easily identified by the
| arge 19070 carved on Itish
located to the right of the Tourtellotte Memorial High
School front entrance. The TMHSAA has located the
Lewis Iron and has uncovered the reason it was
awarded to students. The reason the award is called
the Lewis Iron remains a mystery. If anyone has any
ideas please contact the TMHSAA.

Below: Pages two and three of the 1907 Corner Stone Laying
ceremony. It is interesting to note that the ceremony featured
the French and Swede Bands. We suspect it was musicians
made up of locals from Swede Village and Three Rows. If you
have any further information, please contact the TMHSAA.

.7)/‘0‘577‘(1/” vens
%

French Band
Msic, H Swede Band
Opening cAddress, Rev. S. T. Thatcher
Singing, ‘‘Star Spangled Banner,” School Children
Scripture Reading, - - Rev. C. A. Lindevall
Prayer, Rev. C. H. Van Natter
Singing, “Speed Our Republic,” School Childien
Address, Rev. Thomas Cooney

Address, Hon. Randolph H. Chandler

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Initial membership due at time of application, yearly renewals due
January 1% of each year
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If you would like to contribute short stories to the hilltopper
please contact Joe Lindley at joelindleyl19@hotmail.com

Right: In 1907, when the TMHS
corner stone was laid, the Boston
Red Sox did not exist. The Boston
Americans however, did, and their
roster included
very best - Cy Young. According to &
Basebal-Al manac, ACy 3
born on Friday, March 29, 1867, in )
Gilmore, Ohio. Young was 23 years
old when he broke into the big
leagues on August 6, 1890, with
the Cleveland Spi™
Youngwas one o fstarhg s
pitchers. Major League Basebal | 6
Cy Young Award is named after )

him. A

y)royram

S
Singing, ‘‘America’ School Children
Placing the box in the store, Mr. N. H. Arnold, North Adams, Mass.
Masic, I'he Bands
Laying the Corner Stone, Hon. Oscar Tourtellotte, )

Mr. Thomas Ryan, Selectmen

Mr. George E. Elliott, )
Benediction, Rev. C. 1. Ramsey
Music, - The Bands
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Visitthe TMHS Website at:
http://www.thompson.ctschool.net/ TMHS/index.html

10 things you may NOT know

about TMHS

1. The Bankero6s Panic of 1
citizens wondering if the Tourtellottes would make
good on their promise of a free high school.

2. N.H. Arnold, of North Adams, Mass, a relative of
Harriett Tourtellotte, placed a time capsule in the
1907 corner stone.

3. According to the Encyclopedia of Connecticut
Biography, Genealogical Memorial of the
Tourtellotte Family, published in 1917, the red and
black school colors came from the two prominent
colors of the Tourtellotte family crest.

4. According to Luva Mead Hoar 638, C
1938 TMHS girls basketball team, the girls6team
went undefeated in 1938. A high point of the
season was defeating Bartlett in a 42-2 rout.

5. The old track in the 1909 building was 1/32 of a
mile. Thirty-two times around equaled one mile.

6. At the 1907 stone-laying ceremony the
musical entertainment included the Swede
Band and the French Band.

7. In May 1954 TMHS conducted an operetta
called the Belle of Bagdad. It contained 12
songs and a cast of 60 Members. Marilyn
Bayer starred as t he
Fisher and Mrs. Alvin LaChapelle were co-
directors.

8. Stage lights during the 1954 operetta were
located on the flip-up trap doors located in the
front of the stage. These doors still exist.

9. The remnants of the old spiral staircase used
as a fire escape for many years can still be
seen at the TMHS 1909 building back stair
case.

10. Districts school were part of our community up

to 1960. Hereds the vi
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attend, and a time of reflection was held in honor of
classmates who have passed on i Carl Anderson,
Robert Hopgood, and Darcy McSparron Berger. A
special highlight was a DVD presentation, set to
musi c, of classmatesd pho
days to the present. Duplicates of the DVD were
ordered for classmatesd h

At the conclusion of the reunion, each
classmate received a scrapbook of news items and
photographs from high school days, as well as a
AiDirectoryo of current ad

The reunion organizers were  Judy
Jamrogowicz Campbell, Joyce Jewell Cormier, Carol
Peters Lane, and Peter Vanghel. In addition, the
following classmates were in attendance: Norman
Boutin, Edward Fournier, Claire Gagnon Fafard,
Conrad Goernert, Bruno Kitka, Suzanne Langlois St.
Onge, Roy Norman, Paul Piette, Susan Rivers
Wyman, Diane Shooter Anderson, Robert Svenning,
Herbert Sward, Louise Vriga Pavlech, Avis Willett
Larsen, Shelia Willett Berkowitz, and Robert

Wojciechowski

Above: Members of the class of 1963 during their 45"
class reunion. Photo compliments of Jim and Carol Lane.

We want your old pictures!
We are looking for articles of past

classes!  Send them to:
AlumniAssociation@thompson.ctschool.net

2009 THS calendar error found!

The printer of the 2009 Historical Calendars
made an error for the month of August. In Mid-
April the Thompson Historical Society website
will have a downloadable page that can be
used to correct the month of August. The
website is: www.thompsonhistorical.org
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Photos from the past
TEDDY VRIGA IN  THE NEIGHBOR

Jane (Jewel l) E | Ithe stapn

contributors, found the following article. As far as we
know the Neighbor was a newsletter that existed in the
early 19506s and ran for
1954 edition of the Neighbor featured one of
Tourtell otteds, TeddyWigabe st
Ted and his brother Tasi was part of the State
Championship teams that so dominated high school
basketball in the 194006s
brother were multi-sport athletes who played for Jim
Canty during the school 6s

Teddy, a four-year varsity starter set records
in Tourtellotte basketball that exist to this day. He
and his brother both signed professional baseball
contracts after high school and from there both
served in the service and went on to live full rich
lives, Teddy becoming a well-known basketball
coach in the Worcester area and Tasi becoming the
State of Connecticut Deputy Commissioner for
Vet eransd6 Affairs.

According to brother Tasi, Teddy had the
incredible privilege of gearing up and catching
against the one and only Ted Williams.

Both Ted and Tasi are part of the upcoming
book about Jim Canty and the Cantymen.

NEIGHBOR 7

It was life’s biggest thrill when he won a spot on Ted scored 31 points in this 61-40 Tourtéllotte vie-
the Hearst New England Sandlot team. For a pro- tory over Putnam. Most points in a single game
fessional career he prefers baseball but would be were tallied against St. Joseph with 44, and against
satisfied with basketball. Woodstsock Academy with 42,

six consecutive foul shots in the fin-
al two minutes of play.

Thats a long way trom the ume {  WHAT MEANS MOST TO YOU?

he tossed his first basketball in back
From purchase price to trade-
in — the low low Chevrolet
cost of operating — prove

Value theres no other car in any
price range that gives more
for your dollar.

Look them over on the road
or in the showroom and you'll
Beauty see why Chevrolet's distinctive
styling and colors will boost
your pride of ownership.
On any road, from seaside to
mountain top— in any kind of
weather — drive and compare
Performance ;g yout agroe that Chevro-
let performs best, mile after
mile.

Chevrolet leads in all three — that's why

Chevrolet leads all in American car sales!

CARGILL CHEVROLET

eeps book up .
» that Is already swelling Richmond St. aas Putnam

His
to dat
with Ted’s published achieve-
ments in sports

Annual Alumni Banquet Update
Tickets are going fast!!

Reserve your tickets by contacting:

X 5DFKDHO /D)OHXU :RGOQBWRDY pu X

or Email Rachael at: johnstonre@shcglobal.net or

stop by Rachael 6s officeX

Johnston and Associates Real Estate
447 Riverside Drive,
Thompson, CT 06277

(LOHHQ %RXWLQ: 866iT28-2154 or Emalil
Eileen at: isee.u@charter.net

Deb Spinelli: 860-923-2350 or Email Deb at:
AlumniAssociation@thompson.ctschool.net

-RH /L Q G QBB0-A28-5527, 860-428-4154 or
Email Joe at: joelindleyl19@hotmail.com

-XQH 'XFOR8601923-9772

JDQH -HZHOO (O&/0-98Q@12% or Email
Jane at: Jljewelll1@wmconnect.com

Andy Morrison at WINY RADIO: Stop by the station
or call Andy at 860-928-1350
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