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Alumni Banquet Scheduled for 

Saturday, June 20, 2009 at the Speedway 
Restaurant 

 Through the hard work of our Banquet 

Committee, we have secured a date for our annual 

alumni banquet. The banquet, being held on June 20, 

2009, 6:30ï11:00 PM at the Thompson Speedway, 

Thompson, CT, is the first of its kind in many years. 

The banquet is open to all TMHS graduates and their 

guests. Look for more information in upcoming 

newsletters and on our website found at 

alumniassociation@thompson.ctschool.net 

 

Membership Drive ï Seeking Friends 

Making Connections 
 To date the response to our membership drive 

has been outstanding. As of this date we have more 

than 150 Tourtellotte graduates on our rolls. We are 

asking your help in continuing this outstanding 

response. Call, Email, send a letter to your friends and 

fellow graduates. Applications can be found at our 

Website.  

Memorable school events: 
 

The old auditorium was an integral part of 

TMHS and the community at large. Plays, recitals, 

jamborees, and class graduation were all held there 

until the construction of the multi-purpose gymatorium 

(now the Thompson Middle School gymnasium) some 

five decades later. 

Recently the old auditorium was restored by 

the Thompson Public Schools maintenance staff and, 

until the construction of the new high school, was used 

as a music room. Below is a recent photo of the 

remaining balcony section. Most of the balcony was 

dismantled in the 1970ôs to add classrooms during the 

days of double sessions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The TMHSAA Newsletter Staff is 
Seeking Writers and Reporters 
 

 This issue marks our third month in a row that 

the TMHSAA has offered the hilltopper. To date, we 

have received great feedback. We have attempted to 

provide the quarterly newsletter on a monthly basis for 

the first few months as a means to build the TMHSAA 

membership base. Currently we are looking for 

additional reporters and writers to keep this service 

going. If you would like to submit a story or become a 

reporter for the newsletter contact Joe Lindley at 

joelindley119@hotmail.com.  

 

 

Right: A 

recent 

picture of 

the last 

remaining 

balcony 

seats in 

the 1909 

TMHS 

auditorium. 
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The Class of 1929 
 

 The above photo is from the 

George St. Marieôs (ô29) collection. 

George was known for his athletic and 

academic abilities while at TMHS. He 

played baseball and basketball for 

TMHS and was on the 1927 and 1929 

State Championship teams. George, like 

many who attended TMHS, enlisted in 

the United States armed forces during 

WWII.  

 George returned to our area 

and, like fellow teammate Jim Canty, 

completed his degree and became a 

beloved educator, coach and public 

school administrator at Putnam High 

School. After more than three decades 

of service, PHS thought so highly of 

George St. Marie and his contributions 

to the school that they named their 

football field after him. It remains one of 

the finest in the area. 

 

 

George St. Marie with his 1973 Putnam High School cross-country track 
team. Standing fourth from the left is Peter Trama. Pete became a long-
time baseball coach for TMHS working with Tom Auclair. 

Photo source: Putnam High School, 1973 yearbook 
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10 things you may NOT know about 

TMHS 
 

 

 

1. Tom Angelo ó86, son of Nick Angelo ó51 (1949, 

1950 and 1951 State Basketball Championship 

member) was elected most athletic in 1986 along 

with Maggie Stoll. Tomôs dad Nick was only one of 

two ever TMHS graduates to have participated in 

three State Championships as a player, the other 

being Tasi Vriga ó51. Tom seems to have been a 

chip off the old block. 

2. According to the 1986 yearbook the 1986 TMHS 

Chamber Singers won All Eastern and All State 

Awards. 

3. Learning to type on a typewriter was still a class 

offered in 1986. 

4. There were 92 graduates in 1986. 

5. Glen Senecal ó75, a former TMHS athletic 

standout and former TMHS soccer coach and 

substitute teacher went on to coach womenôs 

college basketball. 

6. 69 out of the 97 (71%) TMHS Valedictorians have 

been women. 

7. Caps and gowns were first used at TMHS in 1929. 

8. The most photographed section of the school is 

the front entrance. The 1909 school is probably 

the most photographed building in town. 

9. It is reported that moving the front columns up the 

hill posed such a problem that the original builders 

had to wait until winter to make an ice path on the 

hill on which the columns could be pulled by oxen 

or horses so they could be lifted into place. 

10. Most immigrants who moved into Thompson 

during the late 1800ôs and early 1900ôs to work the 

mills had an eighth grade education or less. A high 

school education would have been a dream 

reserved only for the rich. 

 

Visit the TMHSAA display And The 

THS Gift Shop at the Thompson 

Historical Society 
 Please visit our memorabilia display at the 

Thompson Historical Society located on Thompson 

Hill, Connecticut.  While there, also take a look at the 

wonderful gifts offered by the Historical Society for the 

Christmas season.  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

 

1936 TMHS Graduation  
  

 We received the following article from the 

Jewell family. It was published in the Windham County 

Observer in June of 1936. It is interesting to note the 

1936 class size. Like many events of the day, it was 

celebrated at Point Breeze in Webster, MA. Many may 

also remember the high school included grades 8-12. 

It reads: 
 

Tourtellotte High to Graduate 25 at 
Exercises Friday 
 

           FINAL CEREMONY WILL BE HELD IN 
AUDITORIUM OF HIGH SCHOOL. JUNIOR-SENIOR 

PICNIC PLANNED. EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION. 
 

 Tourtellotte Memorial High Schoolôs 
commencement week opened Sunday with 
baccalaureate services at St. Stephensôs Church, 
Quinebaug. 
 Class Day exercises took place Monday at the 
high school auditorium. The eighth grade graduation 
will be held at the high school at 9 a.m. Friday. Junior 
and senior classes at Tourtellotte are planning to hold 
a picnic Saturday at Point Breeze. 
 The high school graduation exercises will be 
held in the auditorium at 8 p.m. Friday. Diplomas will 
be awarded by John F. Reardon, Jr., chairman of the 
school board.  
 The graduates are as follows: 
 

     Classical Course ï Mary Rowena Donnelly, 
Renee Von DôArcy Groen, Bernice Wakefield Lambert, 
Lourinda Jane Pickett. 
 

     Scientific Course ï Alexander Wilson Bodreau, 
Alexander Frank Budzynkiewicz, John Lewis Hoar, 
Wilfred Raymond Olson. 
 

      Civics Course ï Raymond O. Bayer, George 
Condos, Shirley Mae Covell, Raymond Joseph Foisey, 
Harvey Walterr Hebert, Helen Mae Johnson, Robert 
Winslow Johnson, Mary Eleanor Proskiewicz, George 
Edward Law, John Harmon Strait. 
 

      Commercial Course ï Frank Bednarz, John A. 
Canty, Hector Normand Guidon, Nellie Anne Leo, Ruth 
Isabella Russ, Leo Wasielewski, Stella Evelyn Wojik. 

 

 

We are looking for articles of past 
classes!  Send us your comments! 

 

Send them to:  
 

AlumniAssociation@thompson.ctschool.net 
 

Or to our office at: 
 

785 Riverside Drive, 
North Grosvenordale, CT 06255 

Attention: Alumni Office 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Visit the TMHS Website at: 

http://www.thompson.ctschool.net/TMHS/index.html 
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