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October Newsletter

FROM MR. SPRINGER

Hello TMS students and families,

I invite parents and family members to visit the school website where there is a link to
be on the principal’s email distribution list for important announcements and information
from time to time. There is a link on the TPS website,
www.thompsonpublicschools.org/middleschool.

Cold weather season is upon us. Please help us keep our school healthy by reminding
your children to wear warm clothing, to wash their hands with hot water and soap and
to cover their mouths when coughing or sneezing. Thank you.

The PTO hosted Thompson Feuding Families show on Friday, October 23rd in the
auditorium. The show was very well attended and a good time was had by all who
attended. I would like to thank the PTO for their hard work and effort put into this
wonderful fundraising event.

Report cards will go home with your child on Thursday, November 5th. If you do not
see your child’s report card, please notify the office.

If you feel your child is struggling in any way, please contact your child’s teacher and ask
for a Pyramid of Intervention to be developed if one has not already been developed.
Our hope is to identify struggling students earlier on in the year, so we can implement
strategies to help these children be more successful in school.

A healthy relationship between the home and school is a critical part of your child’s
educational experience. If you do not feel comfortable contacting your child’s teacher,
please contact Mrs. Popovich or Mr. Springer and we will gladly assist you by
communicating your concerns to the teacher(s).

I would like to congratulate Haylee Olson and Caroline Tremblay, who were nominated
and chosen to represent Thompson Middle School as this year's Northeast Connecticut
Superintendent Award recipients. This award is presented to students who display
excellence in academics, community service and citizenship. Congratulations, girls.

I would like to congratulate all of our fall athletes for their efforts this fall and thank our
coaches for their commitment to our students.

Please do not pass school buses when the red lights are flashing and the stop
sign is out. This includes when buses are dropping off at the school. Also,
please drop your children off at the designated drop off locations. Thank you.

Happy Halloween!
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6TH GRADE NEWS

Mrs. Groh's first marking period
book reports were due October
19th. Students were given the
requirements on September 1st, so
they had plenty of time to read,
plan and prepare for their
outstanding reports. Requirements
included a written component and
a project component. Students
enjoyed sharing their project
components the week of the 19th.
Please look for the due date for the
upcoming second marking period
reports.

Sixth grade students recently took
part in an optional "Creepy Tales"
writing contest sponsored by the
Norwich Bulletin. This was the fifth
year the Bulletin's annual scary
story and illustration contest was
offered. Last year, The Bulletin
received over 1,000 entries from
students in grades 4-12. Grade 6
students were entered in the
category with grades 6, 7 & 8. They
could either enter a frightening
story of 250 words, or an
illustration that was also
frightening. The Creepy Tales
contest published the winners on
October 30th in the Bulletin.

Reading classes are participating
in Scholastic Book Club Classrooms
Care Program. Classrooms Careis a
reading program that challenges
classrooms to read 100 books by
December 18th. When this
happens, Scholastic Book Clubs will
donate 1 million books to children
in need. To learn more about the
children that will benefit from this
program, you can visit the website:
www.scholastic.com/
classroomscare/literacypartners

Mrs. Groh will be hanging a poster
in the grade 6 hallway to track the
reading progress of the students.
Please continue to encourage your
children to read and together we

can meet our goal by December
18th.

Mrs. Ladyka’s Science classes have
gotten off to a busy start. We have
been learning about weather and
will continue to do so for another
month. Certainly, we have had
plenty to talk about with some of
the crazy weather we have been
experiencing lately. The students
will continue to learn about this
topic through a variety of activities
involving experiments that utilize
the scientific process, direct
instruction, and group projects.
Your student had the opportunity to
be the teacher for a day as part of
their last group project. Most
students enjoyed this activity but
found it was a lot more work to
explain what they learned to
someone else.

I look forward to a successful year
in science for each of your students
and would ask your help in remind-
ing your child of the importance of
completing homework on time and
studying for tests and quizzes over
time rather than trying to do it all
the night before.

At this time, all Social Studies
students have successfully
completed their first current event
article summary. Specifically,
students are responsible for
researching and reading about a
current event that is happening in
the local news. Students then must
write @ summary and then report it
to their class. In addition, we have
completed Chapter #1 (Peoples of
Our World) and Chapters #2
(Peoples and Places). All classes
have just started Chapter #3
(Learning about the Past). We wiill
be learning about primary and
secondary sources. In the near
future, we will visit the Tourtellotte
Room for a hands-on learning
experience.

In Math, we have successfully
completed Chapter One which
focused on number sense and
algebraic thinking. At this point, we
have moved on into Chapter Two
which is comprised of statistics and
measurement. Students are
currently learning both customary
and metric units for measuring
length. They have explored the
different units as well as their
relationships with each other
through conversions and hands on
experience with measuring objects
around the classroom. They
continue to explore measurement
systems with the introduction of the
practical uses such as finding area
and perimeter as well as determin-
ing scales. We are currently review-
ing bar, line and circle graphs.

For most classes, the Chapter #2
assessment will be administered
during the last week of October.

The Accelerated Math section
completed Chapter One which
focused upon number sense,
patterns/algebraic thinking and is
currently working on a Chapter Two
which is comprised of decimal
operations, scientific notation and
equivalency forms, customary and
metric conversion systems.

Within the next few weeks, all math
classes with be starting a project,
“Stock Market Investments and
Evaluation. Mrs. Claprood and Mrs.
Chenail (8™ grade teacher) will
team-teach and combine a few of
their classes for this project.
Further information will be forth
coming if your child will be enrolled
in this section.
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5TH GRADE NEWS

Social Studies classes have been
studying groups of Native
Americans in North America.

We have been working on various
projects including internet research,
posters, presentations, and making
pottery, winter counts, and totem
poles.

On October 19th, our fifth grade
students were treated to a visit
from Clint Chartier, a Native
American from Colorado.

Clint shared his experiences and
heritage as a Plain Indian and
brought many authentic and
handmade articles, including a coup
stick, a buffalo skull and skin,

a porcupine brush, and a reed
chair. His presentation was
excellent and the students were

fascinated by the knowledge he
shared with them.

Science classes have been
exploring our solar system. Some
classes are keeping moon journals
which chronicle the changing
appearance of the moon through all
of its phases. Others are making
models and writing booklets on the
life cycle of a star.

Language Arts students are
increasing their vocabulary with our
Wordly Wise Program and
continuing to do a lot of writing.
Reading classes are finishing up
novels and working on movie poster
book reports.

Math classes are learning multipli-
cation and division skills and

properties and are solving
problems. Practicing multiplication
tables and estimation skills at home
would be extremely beneficial!

Our Butterbraid sale is in full swing.
Orders are due back by November
2", If any 5" grade parent is
available to help sell butterbraids
during Parent Conferences on
November 10" or to help sort and
distribute orders on November 12",
please contact your child’s
homeroom teacher.

**Reminder: Students should
dress appropriately for outdoor
recess. It can get quite chilly
this time of the year!**

7TH GRADE NEWS

7" Grade Science has gotten off to
a great start this year! In Term
One, students learned about classi-
fication, the characteristics of living
things, and the scientific method.
Students completed a bread mold
lab, a six kingdom "lift the flap”
project, and learned how to
properly use a compound
microscope. Students are now
beginning to learn about cells and
cell structure, and will complete a
pumpkin investigation the last week
of October.

Creative Writing:

Ms. Witham's Creative Writing class
has just finished their poetry unit,
and the final projects look fantas-
tic. We are just beginning to study
short stories, and our first will be a
horror story in honor of the upcom-
ing holiday.

Reading:
Reading classes have just finished

the first unit in the textbook 7he
Language of Literature. We will
start our first in-class novel, So Far
From the Bamboo Grove by Yoko
Kawashima Watkins, in the next
few days. The new book project
was assigned last week, and book
choices and signed parent slips
were due Friday, October 23, 2009.

Language Arts:

Students have finished the first
grammar unit and have begun the
second, a short unit reviewing the
functions of nouns in sentences.

Students continue to write expres-
sively, and we have begun our year
-long vocabulary study from Wordly
Wise; students will have exercises
A, B, and C of the weekly lesson
due every Wednesday, and a quiz
on the spelling, definitions, and use
in sentences will be every Friday.

**Nature's Classroom final
payment was due on Friday,

10/23/2009 - please send in a
check!**

Mrs. Kirsipuu's Math classes are
working on Ch. 2, Decimal Opera-
tions, which includes adding,
subtracting, multiplying and
dividing with decimals, as well as,
using scientific notation and
metrics. Extra Credit is offered to
those who bring in items that have
metric units on them to share with
the class. All tests and quizzes
need to be corrected, signed and
returned.

Mrs. Kirsipuu's Language Arts
classes just completed Ch. 2 on
Nouns. Please look for this test to
come home to be corrected and
signed. We will be working on
Pronouns next. Those students
who did not go to Nature's Class-
room participated in the Creepy
Tales contest through the Norwich
Bulletin. Watch for the results in
the Bulletin at the end of October.
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BAND NEWS

5th Grade Band: Congratulations to all 5th grade band members for doing such a great job at our first few lessons! Please have
your child return their signed contract to me as soon as possible, if they haven't done so. An email was sent two weeks ago about
organizing an after school band club from 2:05 - 3:00 p.m. on select days. As of now, parents will need to provide transportation
home for their child. I'd like to know if your child would be able to participate and what days they could stay. Please send me an
email if you haven't done so already.

Please help your child be prepared for each lesson by placing our monthly schedule in a visible location at home. Missed lessons
will severely hinder your child's development and slow the band's progress! Check the music website for a weekly and monthly
schedule. Each band member should be practicing their instrument for 10 minutes each day. We have learned to properly set up
our instrument and play our first note. Daily practice will help to build the necessary muscles needed to play their instrument.

If a DVD player is available, I strongly recommend that you and your child sit down with their instrument and watch the DVD (the
black disc) that was included in their method book. This useful video will help you and your child to see how the instrument
should be assembled, held and what they need to do to produce their first note.

Smartmusic for 5th and 6th Grade Band: In the upcoming weeks, I'll be sending a step-by-step guideline home for using
Smartmusic. This is a fantastic computer program that is installed from the DVD disc that is included in our Essential Elements
2000 method book. This program allows your child to practice songs from the book at home in front of a computer with a micro-
phone that will record their playing. This program can assess your child's playing and let them see how many correct notes they
played and what the correct fingerings are for any wrong notes. You'll be able to save this audio recording and email it to me so
that I can listen to it and further assess your child's playing. This beneficial program will motivate and inspire your child to prac-
tice regularly because they'll want to be successful and get 100% on each song!!

Chorus: A shirt order form was recently sent home with all chorus members. These white TMS Music polo shirts will be required
for our winter concert performance. Please circle which size you'd like me to order and include cash or a check made payable to
Thompson Middle School. If your child already has a shirt from band, they will not need to order a new one.

The chorus has its first performance on Tuesday, November 10th during the school's Veteran's Day ceremony. I have included
lyrics and links to audio recordings for "In Service Of Our Country," as well as our winter concert songs on the music website. If
your child would like a CD of these songs for practice use, they may bring in their own blank CD marked with their name or they
may purchase a CD from me for one dollar.

7" and 8" Grade Band: Each month every band member is required to come to the music room three times  during G period
to practice. These practice sessions are worth 10% of their grade. Each member must complete a practice log that is turned in to
me to receive credit. Please remind your child of this commitment and feel free to email me to find out if your child has met the
monthly requirement.

Private Lessons: I highly recommend private lessons for all 7" and 8" grade band members. These are extremely beneficial
and will improve your child’s playing ability. If you're interested, you can call the Killingly School of Music at (860) 774-2830 to
find out more information.

Instrument Donations: The TMS music department is gladly accepting all instrument donations. Please consider those students
who are unable to afford the costs of renting an instrument. You'll be providing a student with the opportunity to join band and
freeing up space in your house at the same time!

Upcoming Performances:

Monday, November 9th - QVMSMF rehearsal from 3-6 p.m. A bus will provide transportation to and from Putnam
Middle School. Parents should pick up their child in front of TMS at 6:20 p.m.

Thursday, November 12th -QVMSMF rehearsal is from 3-6 p.m. followed by the concert at 7 p.m. A bus will only
provide transportation to the school. All parents of selected students are encouraged to attend this exciting perform-
ance.

Friday, November 13th — Thompson Public Schools Faculty Music Recital — Come hear faculty members from all
three schools perform!

Please check the music website regularly for updates and contact me should you have any questions or concerns.

Thank you for your support,

Justin Leclerc
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ART NEWS

Many thanks to all the Middle instruction on how to draw people Congratulations to all for a job
School Art students who entered a to make a creative composition. well done.

poster in the Thompson Community

Day. The Lions Club, that

sponsored the event, provided a Mr. Jim Naum from the Lions
theme for the posters "Unity inthe ~ Club will be here in the next few
Community". weeks to present checks to the two

Students used photographs of poster winners.

Thompson landmarks and their

School Psychology Awareness Week
November 9-13, 2009

School psychologists work with parents and educators to help ensure that every child has the
mental health and learning support they need to succeed in school and life. Therefore, this
year’s theme is, "See the possibilities in you. We do!” It is important for adults to provide sup-
port and encouragement, even in the face of difficulties, in order for children to learn and grow.
Here are some examples of how you can help your child try to attain success in school, at home,
and in life.

Children achieve their best when they:

1 Are physically and mentally healthy
1 Feel connected, respected, and safe
1 Maintain positive relationships
1 Have problem solving-skills

1 Believe they can overcome challenges
1 Are expected to succeed and challenged to do so
1 Receive social, emotional, and behavioral support

Receive recognition for building on their strengths

(www.nasponline.org)

Allison Graber, MA, CAGS
District-Wide School Psychologist
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2009 Veteranos
November 10, 2009
9a.m-10a.m.

In the Auditorium

We are inviting all Veterans to join us for a
celebration of your service. We will have mus
provided by the band and chorus and severa
readings.

Join us at 8:30 a.m. for coffee and snacks
In the auditorium foyer.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



Friday, December 4", 6:00-9:00
TMS Media Center

PTO St ampi nHOLIDAyWorkshop

-4

® |

Come and create holiday themed cards & projects in-
cluding a GIFT FOR A FRIEND

Bring a friend who has not attended a PTO work-
SHOP AND RECEI VE A STAMPI N»

Register via email stampinthings06@yahoo.com
by November 20th

$10.00 materials/$5.00 PTO donation DOOR PRIZES & REFRESHMENTS
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Dear Thompson Public School Community,

We are about to enter the holiday season that bring such joy to so many, but there
are those families for which the coming months will not be so joyous. There are
families who have loved ones stationed overseas fighting for our country, there are
families who are separated by miles, and then there are other families coping with
illness. For families who have children with cancer, these months can be especially
difficult.

The 8™ grade would like to do something special to make this time more enjoyable for
these families. We are involved with a group called Crayons for Cancer. This is a
group based in Connecticut that takes crayons, melts them down, turns them into
bright, colorful flowers and heart shaped crayons, and sells them at various

events. All the profits from these sales go to the Family Fund in the Oncology Unit at
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center in Hartford, Connecticut.

Getting involved with this is extremely easy. All you have to do is send your old
crayons to your child’s classroom; we will do the rest. We will collect the crayons,
take off the wrappers, break them, and weigh them. This crayon drive will run from
November 1% until December 31%, We have a goal of 500 pounds of crayons for the
district. Everyone can participate in this project!

Please help us meet this goal

Everyone has old crayons around that we want to get rid of. Please share them with
us!

Thank you in advance for your help in making the holidays a better time for many
families.

Lucy Trudeau for the 8" Grade Team

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

Mrs. MacKenzie will be holding this years’ first Scholastic Book Fair. The Fair will be running from
Friday November 13th until Friday November 20th. Parents and students are welcome to come to
the Middle School Media Center anytime between 7:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. to purchase books or other
novelty items

I
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American Education Week
November 15~21, 2009

The Thompson Education Association
would like to thank
our studentos fi
their parents.

Thank you for your continued
support!
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